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immaturity of conscious, self-determining behavior in relation to health as a basic value that predetermines the possibilities 
(success) of the life path has been recorded. A clearly manifested awareness of dissatisfaction with the existing health potential as 
a life resource is not accompanied by the formation and implementation of a special culture of behavior aimed at increasing, 
strengthening and maintaining health potential. This is apparently due to the fact that in the established market-type relations, the 
mechanisms and indicators of how health can actually be converted into other types of capital are not yet very noticeable. 

The study documented certain differences in the nature of self-determining health behaviors in a gender context. Girls 
are superior to boys in almost all indicators of a healthy lifestyle. If we talk about the gender aspects of health assessments and 
the factors influencing their differences, then we can state lower satisfaction with all components of health on the part of women 
against the background of its more favorable (albeit worsening) objective (sociomedical) parameters. This, it seems to us, can be 
explained by the higher degree of sensitivity of women to the general stress factors of social (poverty, unemployment, decreased 
social status) and personal (family failures) changes, since they are not aggravated by additional discriminatory orientation. 

The study clearly shows the discrepancy between the attitude towards health as a value and actual behavior. Thus, 
answers to a set of questions about alcohol consumption and smoking most likely indicate not the real situation, but the awareness 
of young people of all age groups about the dangers of alcohol and nicotine. 

In the student environment, the process of reproduction of socially determined bad habits, and, in fact, diseases - 
smoking, alcohol consumption and drug addiction - continues. This leads to the fact that a significant part of students, who exhibit 
serious health problems and deviations from a healthy lifestyle, easily identify themselves with healthy people, switching to 
behavior patterns that are destructive to health. 
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PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AS A WAY OF INFLUENCING COGNITIVE FUNCTIONS AND BRAIN ACTIVITY OF 
STUDENTS DURING THEIR STUDIES AT THE UNIVERSITY 

 
The relationship between physical activity and academic performance has been studied extensively, and research 

supports the idea that regular physical activity can have a positive impact on academic life. This can include improving students’ 
cognitive function, attention, memory, and academic performance. Physically active students perform better on cognitive tests and 
have higher academic achievement scores compared to their sedentary peers. Additionally, physical activity has been shown to 
reduce stress and improve mood, reducing symptoms of anxiety and depression in adolescents, which can also have a positive 
impact on academic performance. Sports and physical activity have a significant impact on students’ academic life. Research has 
shown that students who regularly engage in physical activity tend to perform better academically and have higher grades than 
those who do not. This is because exercise helps improve memory, concentration, and attention, as well as reduce stress and 
anxiety levels. Physical activity also helps improve sleep, which is essential for overall health and academic success. When 
students get enough sleep, they are more alert, energetic, and able to focus on their studies. Additionally, physical activity 
increases blood flow to the brain, which in turn increases oxygen and nutrients, leading to improved cognitive function.  

In addition to the cognitive benefits, playing sports also helps students develop important life skills such as teamwork, 
leadership, and communication. These skills are essential for success not only in the academic field, but also in their future careers 
and personal lives. In addition, playing sports can also help build self-esteem, confidence, and resilience. When students achieve 
their goals through sports, they learn to believe in themselves and their abilities. This self-confidence will help students cope with 
the challenges of academic life, leading to increased academic performance and success. The benefits of playing sports are 
numerous, from improving memory and concentration to developing self-esteem and life skills. Therefore, it is important for 
students to make time for physical activity and choose the right sports that suit their interests and abilities. 

Key words: brain, cognitive abilities, students, learning, memory. 
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Зубко Валентина, Качалов Олександр.  Фізична активність як спосіб впливу на когнітивні функції та 
мозкову діяльність студентів під час навчання в університеті. Зв’язок між фізичною активністю та академічною 
успішністю широко вивчався багатьма дослідниками, і дослідження підтверджують ідею, що регулярна фізична 
активність може мати позитивний вплив на академічне життя. Це може включати покращення когнітивних функцій, 
уваги, пам’яті та академічної успішності студентів. Фізично активні учні краще виконують когнітивні тести та 
мають вищі результати в навчанні порівняно з однолітками, які ведуть сидячий спосіб життя. Крім того, було 
показано, що фізична активність зменшує стрес і покращує настрій, зменшуючи симптоми тривоги та депресії у 
підлітків, що також може мати позитивний вплив на успішність. Спорт і фізична активність мають значний вплив на 
навчальне життя студентів. Дослідження показали, що студенти, які регулярно займаються фізичною активністю, 
зазвичай успішніше навчаються та мають вищі оцінки, ніж ті, хто цього не робить. Це тому, що вправи допомагають 
покращити пам’ять, концентрацію та увагу, а також зменшити рівень стресу та тривоги. Фізична активність також 
сприяє покращенню сну, що важливо для загального здоров’я та успішності в навчанні. Коли студенти добре сплять, 
вони більш бадьорі, енергійні та здатні зосередитися на навчанні. Крім того, фізична активність збільшує приплив 
крові до мозку, що, у свою чергу, збільшує надходження кисню та поживних речовин, що призводить до покращення 
когнітивних функцій. 

Окрім когнітивних переваг, заняття спортом також допомагають учням розвивати важливі життєві 
навички, такі як робота в команді, лідерство та спілкування. Ці навички необхідні для успіху не лише в академічній 
сфері, але й у майбутній кар’єрі та особистому житті. Крім того, заняття спортом також можуть допомогти 
розвинути самооцінку, впевненість і стійкість. Коли учні досягають своїх цілей за допомогою спорту, вони набувають 
навику вірити в себе та свої сили. Ця впевненість у собі допоможе студентам справлятися з труднощами 
академічного життя, що призведе до підвищення академічної успішності та успіху. Переваги занять спортом численні, 
від покращення пам’яті та концентрації до розвитку самооцінки та життєвих навичок. Тому учням важливо приділяти 
час фізичній активності та правильно обирати види спорту, які відповідають їхнім інтересам та можливостям. 

Ключові слова: мозок, когнітивні можливості, студенти, навчання, пам’ять. 
 
Formulation of the problem. Physical activity can help students focus and remember information better. When students 

exercise, endorphins are released, which improve mood and reduce stress. This will help students feel more relaxed and focused 
when they are completing schoolwork or studying for exams. 

Research has shown that physically active students tend to have better cognitive function, memory, and concentration, 
as well as higher levels of motivation. Also, the flow of blood and oxygen to the brain helps new brain cells grow, and new neural 
connections develop. However, it is important to note that the benefits of physical activity depend on several factors, including 
frequency, intensity, and duration. Regular moderate to vigorous physical activity is recommended to achieve maximum benefits. 
This can be achieved by participating in organized sports or structured exercise programs, or simply by incorporating physical 
activity into your daily routine, such as taking the stairs instead of the elevator or walking during breaks. 

Analysis of literary sources. Physical activity plays a key role in the formation of a healthy and active lifestyle among 
students. The article discusses the positive aspects of physical activity of students on health and academic performance by the 
following authors: Gavrylova N., Mohunko O. [1], Naugolnyk LB. [2], Habib Y. [3], Schwabe L. [4].  

Physical education as an academic discipline provides students with the opportunity to develop physical fitness and 
motor skills, as well as learn healthy habits and injury prevention. Participation in sports helps students develop key life skills such 
as teamwork, communication, leadership, and time management, which are critical to success in many aspects of life. Participation 
in sports can also help improve physical health and fitness levels, increase students' self-esteem and confidence, and give them a 
sense of accomplishment and purpose. In addition, participation in sports can also have academic benefits. Students who 
participate in sports often have better time management skills and are more likely to prioritize their academic work because they 
understand the importance of balancing athletic and academic responsibilities. 

In addition to the benefits mentioned above, sports help students become familiar with a variety of physical activities and 
discover their passions and interests. Sports can also provide students with opportunities for personal growth as they learn to 
overcome challenges, persevere through difficult times, and develop resilience. Moreover, sports can also help students build 
relationships and create a sense of community. Through sports, students can form strong bonds with their teammates, coaches, 
and other participants, as well as experience a sense of belonging and camaraderie. It is important for universities to provide 
students with access to a variety of sports programs and activities, as this can help ensure that all students have the opportunity to 
participate in and benefit from sports. Additionally, it is important for schools and sports programs to prioritize student safety and 
provide the proper instruction and equipment to reduce the risk of injury. It is important for coaches and teachers to support and 
encourage students in their athletic endeavors and to emphasize the importance of balance and moderation. This may include 
encouraging students to prioritize their academic studies and other important responsibilities, and to avoid over-studying or 
participating in activities that are not in keeping with their fitness level [1]. Overall, the impact of sport on students can be far-
reaching and transformative, so it is important to approach sport in a way that promotes students' success and well-being in all 
areas of their lives. 

There are several ways for teachers to engage students in sports: encouragement - expressing support for the student's 
sports interests and encouraging them to participate in sports programs (either through the university or community organizations); 
informational support - information about local sports programs and competitions, opportunities for students to participate in the 
university's mass sports activities; communication with coaches - discussing ways to realize students' interests in participating in 
the sports section, supporting students' interest in training; promoting a healthy lifestyle, the benefits of playing sports: it is 
important to emphasize finding a healthy balance between studying and playing sports [1]. 
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When it comes to choosing the best sport for students, there is no universal answer. The best sport for a student 
depends on a variety of factors, including their interests, abilities, and goals. However, there are a few sports that are particularly 
well suited for students and can provide many benefits both physically and mentally. 

Numerous studies show that people who regularly engage in any kind of sports have significantly higher cognitive 
indicators than those who lead a sedentary lifestyle. We are talking about such indicators as the ability to solve problems, quick 
reaction, the ability to think abstractly, long-term memory, attention, the ability to analyze information and the ability to improvise. 
More specifically, physical activity; 1) readiness for the learning process; 2) promoting neurogenesis, 3) helping neurons 
communicate more effectively [4]. 

Let's consider these factors in more detail. Physical exercises prepare a person to better perceive information, bring him 
to a state of attention, focus, and also increase the level of motivation. How does it happen? During the process of consuming new 
information, neurons interact with each other by releasing special chemicals called neurotransmitters. One neuron releases 
neurotransmitter, and the other has receptors that accept these substances - dendrites. There is a fairly large number of 
neurotransmitters, but the most important in psychiatry are: dopamine, serotonin and norepinephrine. Serotonin allows a person to 
control himself, his emotions when he is too impulsive. Dopamine is a neurotransmitter that helps us learn, because it is behind 
motivation, it is a neurotransmitter of pleasure. Norepinephrine is a substance that is responsible not only for motivation, but also 
attention during any psychiatric problems in the form of anxiety, depression, anger (what a person cannot control), lack of 
motivation, apathy, when it is impossible to focus, hyperactivity. For example, all psychotropic drugs used in psychiatry to treat 
depression or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder target a specific neurotransmitter, as a result of which a person begins to feel 
better. But the problem is that after taking the drug, the effect is on the concentration or content in our body of only one 
neurotransmitter, that is, one component of the system, which is not the most optimal method of treatment. At the same time, we 
have a completely natural, optimal way to maintain the "cocktail" in our head at the right level - this is physical exercise [3]. They 
increase the level of neurotransmitters where there is a deficiency, and where there are too many neurotransmitters, their level 
decreases, i.e. the number of certain neurotransmitters in the brain is balanced. This provides motivation, concentration, and even 
such physiological characteristics as sleep, weight, and nutrition. From this perspective, physical activity has a tremendous healing 
effect on all areas of our health and life, from cognitive abilities to how we eat, sleep, or experience happiness or sadness. 

In addition, when we exercise, our blood vessels release nitric oxide. This is a substance that helps the blood circulate, 
which causes more and more blood vessels to build and penetrate into the deepest tissues of our body. In terms of the brain, the 
greatest effect is seen in the hippocampus (the part of the brain responsible for memory) [1]. Another thing to keep in mind about 
the relationship between exercise and academic performance is that exercise stimulates the process of neurogenesis, in particular 
the production of BDNF (brain-derived neurotrophic factor), which can be called “brain fertilizer” because this protein helps keep 
existing neural cells in the brain young and healthy, and also promotes neurogenesis, which also occurs mainly in the 
hippocampus. 

The third positive effect of exercise on our ability to learn is that it helps our neurons connect better, because the whole 
process of learning is expressed in the brain precisely in the fact that connections that did not exist before begin to be laid down 
between neurons and become stronger. When you engage in physical activity, BDNF is released in large quantities. This protein 
helps the neuron to bloom and have more dendrites, which, as reported above, receive information. In 2007, German researchers 
found that people who exercised before mental activity, which meant learning foreign words, were able to learn 20 percent faster 
and more words than people who learned them without exercising [2]. This 20 percent increase was directly correlated with the 
increase in BDNF in their brain chemistry, but there is a second, quite interesting aspect, due to which neural connections are built 
faster during physical exercise. If we do some physical activity that requires complex motor actions (for example, running is a 
simple motor exercise, dancing is complex because it requires coordination), then this has a certain effect on the brain and a kind 
of development occurs. 

It is worth noting that it occurs in the cerebellum (this is the part of the brain that is responsible for our motor skills), i.e. 
the connections that are born in the cerebellum can later be used for social and mental functions, and this is interesting, because 
earlier scientists thought that each part of the brain was responsible exclusively for one part, for example, the cerebellum is 
responsible only for motor functions, the hippocampus - only for learning; in recent decades, it has become known that in fact 
everything is not so transparent, and the same cerebellum, in addition to the main functions (motor) also performs many cognitive 
and mental functions. Therefore, the best thing is to combine cardio training with training with complex motor skills, for example, 
tennis, or, for example, at the beginning do some cardio exercises, like running, and then dance or do something similar. For 
optimal results, it is worth doing several times a week (three to five) for half an hour is enough for this effect. 

Physical activity plays a significant role in maintaining human health. It helps improve the functioning of the 
cardiovascular system, increase endurance and muscle strength, and reduce the risk of developing a number of diseases. 
Physical activity also affects human cognitive functions. The World Health Organization defines physical activity as any movement 
of the body produced by skeletal muscles that requires energy expenditure. 

Physical activity has different levels of intensity depending on how much effort it requires from the body. 1. Low: a person 
leads a sedentary lifestyle, spends most of the time sitting. He does not play sports and rarely walks. 2. Medium: a person 
regularly walks, rides a bicycle, swims, dances or plays sports once or twice a week. 3. High: a person actively plays sports several 
times a week or his work is associated with heavy physical labor. 

The concept of "cognitive functions" is popular in psychology and neuroscience when describing various aspects of 
human cognitive activity. Cognitive functions are complex mental processes that include attention, memory, speech, perception, 
thinking and other intellectual abilities. They provide rational cognition of the surrounding world and adaptation to it. There are 
many classifications of cognitive functions, for example, by the type of cognitive activity. In this case, the functions of perception, 
attention, memory, thinking and speech are distinguished [1]. The function of perception includes the ability to perceive and 
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interpret information from the external environment using the senses. The function of attention is responsible for focusing on 
specific information and suppressing unnecessary distracting signals. Memory includes the ability to remember, store and restore 
information. The function of thinking is responsible for the ability to process information, analyze it, create concepts and solve 
problems. Speech is a way of expressing thoughts and communicating with other people. Physical activity is one of the key factors 
that contribute to the maintenance and improvement of cognitive functions [4]. 

Methods of improving cognitive functions with the help of physical activity are of interest to scientists from different 
countries. Existing studies allow us to identify several areas of influence of physical activity on cognitive functions: strengthening 
the cardiovascular system and improving blood supply to the brain, normalizing insulin regulation, reducing stress and 
inflammation, stimulating neurogenesis – the process of formation of new neurons in the brain and neuroplasticity – the ability of 
the brain to change its structure and function. 

Conclusions.  
In summary, participation in sport can have a profound and lasting impact on students. Whether it is physical, mental, 

social or academic benefits, sport can be a powerful tool for promoting student success and well-being. Sport plays an important 
role in education by supporting students' physical, mental and social health and development, as well as providing opportunities to 
develop valuable skills and knowledge that can contribute to their academic and personal success. Whether through organized 
team sports or individual sports activities, sport can offer students a unique and valuable educational experience. 

These were the key factors that make physical exercise so beneficial for mental abilities. The result: healthy young brain 
cells, the right balance of neurotransmitters and good blood supply. It is worth noting that for the optimal effect on cognitive 
abilities, you should exercise for at least 4 months for 30 minutes 2-3 times a week and keep in mind that as soon as we stop 
exercising, cognitive abilities return to the level from which we raised them through sports. So, on the one hand, we can see the 
effect quite quickly with little exercise, but at the same time, this effect also quickly leaves us as soon as we stop exercising. 
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