USE OF INTERNET BLOGS IN CONTEXT OF
LEARNING FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
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Globalization has brought new experience in the bring cultures, languages, cultural values together and the educational process has also undergone a process of globalization.
The emergence of educational platforms as a result of globalization allows individuals or organizations to interact on a large scale, which explains the large-scale exchange of students and teachers around the world (Liss, 2013). There is an increase in global competitiveness, since the quality of education in the period of globalization is not only teaching students subjects in a certain area, but also the development of such important soft skills as the ability to think analytically and effectively express their ideas.
The impact of globalization on higher education is manifested in the establishment of common global criteria for assessing the quality and requirements for the organization of educational programs and the acquisition of professional qualifications. Such trends in the development of higher education reinforce their importance for ensuring the competitiveness of individual states.
It should be noted that the main factor in the development of globalization in society in recent years is the rapid development of information and communication tools. It is information technology that allows people to communicate with several people at the same time. New communication tools have an impact on the content of information, as well as on how people perceive each other in the process of communication, especially representatives of different cultures.
The processes of globalization and the development of information technologies have led to an increase of interest in the problems of intercultural communication. Knowledge of foreign languages is one of the means of communication between representatives of different cultures. Moreover, at the present stage of development of society, there is an increasing need to train not only specialists who are fluent in a foreign language, but also who know all the intricacies of intercultural communication, understand and know how to use the nuances of verbal communication.
[bookmark: _Hlk132822366]Information and communication technologies turn teaching a foreign language into a qualitatively new process that allows: to expand the audience of communication; bring closer and overcome the boundaries between isolated communities through the free exchange of opinions; comprehensively study the culture of other peoples and their experience; to promote the acquisition of a foreign language during the implementation of international projects (Tynny, 2019, p. 226).
Modern social communication tools, in particular, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, Twitter allow people from all over the world to present their point of view. Analyzing the features of the virtual environment, it should be noted that digital platforms provide synchronous online communication. This kind of communication can involve misunderstandings between people of different cultures.
In order to overcome the obstacles to building an effective communication process, it is sometimes advisable to use offline communication, which will ensure not only the transfer of information of a cognitive nature and the exchange of knowledge, but also the mutual understanding of people in the process of verbal interaction.
In this context, the teacher must find his own ways to increase students' motivation and skillfully apply them in their own pedagogical experience. Talking about the formation of intercultural competence in the classroom in a foreign language, the teacher must first of all use interactive teaching methods: project work, role-playing games, discussions and presentations, meetings with foreign representatives. The interactivity of the educational process contributes to the formation of a culture of communication among students and tolerance for the opinion of communication partners, allows them to show their intellectual capabilities in terms of exchanging experience in the process of intercultural dialogue.
Stimulating strategies in the formation of intercultural competence also develop a focus on expanding the educational autonomy of students, and in modern conditions this is especially important. The learning autonomy of students is when a student systematically, exercising self-control over the results of his work, corrects it, uses effective learning strategies. In this regard, we can focus on the use of Internet blogs, which make it possible to involve students in situations of intercultural communication.
A blog is usually presented in the form of a diary or journal, which contains audio and video recordings, text, photographs, links to other resources. We can suggest the following learning strategies based on the use of blogs.
1. For the development of language competencies, students can be invited to develop blogs to study lexical units, grammar rules, perform grammar tests, pronunciation using audio or video materials.
2. Teachers can organize discussions in a foreign language between students about what they saw or read in a blog, which contributed to the development of their communicative function.
3. Students as blog readers have the opportunity to express their personal opinion in comments and messages to the author of the blog. Therefore, blogs help stimulate student interaction and realize social learning.
4. Finally, blogging as a writer in a foreign language can improve students' writing skills and it has a significant impact on the development of their rhetorical strategies. What is more, blogging plays a huge role in improving grammar, paragraphing constructions, and developing feedback focus.
Internet blogs will contribute to the formation of a competitive specialist, not only successful in the information environment, but also able to think critically, capable of making non-standard decisions during intercultural English-speaking communication. Multimedia teaching aids, such as Internet blogs, create the most favorable conditions for the development of cognitive interest and creative abilities of students, the use of their individual characteristics in educational activities. (Bikonya, Shevchenko, Vityaz & Ivanishina, 2021, p. 261).
To sum up, the virtual environment of the Internet offers ample opportunities for autonomous learning of students, since it provides free access to modern materials, among which we can single out the blog as an affordable method of the language learning. An analysis of the capabilities of modern virtual platforms through blogs suggests that they provide numerous opportunities for learning and using foreign languages in practice. Although blogs are not intended directly for educational purposes, their resources with the right methodology can be an important part of both classroom and independent learning of the foreign language, as well as developing an understanding of oneself and the culture of other people.
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