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	Introduction. Due to global pandemic universities all over the world were forced to shut down their campuses and move their educational activities onto distance learning. Distance learning is a way of getting an education using Information and Communicaton Technologies which allows students to gain the knowledge staying at home or at any other place of the world.
	There are different names of distance learning which include “online learning”, “e-learning”, “virtual learning”, “remote learning” and so on. This form of education provides an excellent opportunity for all students to keep in touch with their faculty and groupmates as well as to follow lectures and seminars.  Distance learning makes it possible to implement two basic principles of modern education: education for all and education throughout the life.
	Methodology. The emergence of distance learning led to the need for the development and implementation of distance learning technologies. Distance learning technologies are  educational technologies implemented mainly with the use of information and telecommunication technologies with indirect (at a distance) interaction between a student and a teacher.
	N. Morse (2004) defines information technology as a set of methods, tools and techniques used by people to implement a specific complex process by dividing it into a system of consistent interconnected procedures and operations that are performed more or less unambiguously and aimed at achieving high efficiency in search, accumulation, processing, storage, presentation, transmission of data by means of computer technology and communication, as well as the means of their rational combination with the processes of data processing without the use of machines. 
	Results and discussion.	The implementation of distance learning in higher educational establishments has revealed a number of its benefits among which are: 
1) relevance, which involves the use of the most modern means of obtaining information, ICT and Internet capabilities;
2) convenience, in which each student has the opportunity to choose their own pace and mode of obtaining knowledge in a comfortable environment, which will positively affect the learning process; 
3) individualization, which allows each student to coordinate learning with their needs;
4) availability, which saves time and money through the use of educational facilities and the provision of free access to educational materials; 
5) flexibility, which allows to teach the material according to the level of preparation and basic knowledge of students, creating additional sites with the necessary information and sites where students can share information, answer each other's questions and learn by teaching others; 
6) absence of geographical barriers, which eliminates the need for expensive moving and living in other countries, but instead provides the opportunity to communicate with teachers and students around the world without restrictions (On the National Informatization Program; What is distance education: how does it work?).
There is a variety of interactive tools with educational products for online training which can turn learning into an enjoyable process. For example, the use of the interactive application LearningApps offers great opportunities for both teachers and students where a large number of game tasks are offered and you can also create your own. The use of the virtual Padlet board is very interesting and interactive test tasks can be especially relevant to the topics. Pear Deck is a slide presentation tool that works with Google Slides or PowerPoint presentations and keeps students engaged in individual and group learning.
As for the learning activities which have effectively been implemented within distance learning and resulted in high students’ academic progress we should mention  team projects and debates.  In our country project technology is gaining its popularity at the current stage of pedagogical development. Numerous researches abroad have proved its efficiency in developing 21st century skills or soft skills such as creativity, critical thinking, communication, collaboration, teamwork, flexibility, etc. It is a joint educational, cognitive, creative and playful activity of students aimed at achieving a result in solving a specific problem. The use of the project methodology in distant learning  makes it possible to combine independent, individual work with group and to stimulate students' independent search for the necessary information.
The technology of debate acquires special value in the study of a foreign language. A debate is a clearly structured and specially organized public exchange of views between two parties on topical issues. The participation of students in the debate provides them with more educational opportunities both to improve their cognitive activities and academic performance as well as future professional development. During debates, critical thinking is activated, which means the ability to analyze and systematize ideas, to think in an abstract way, to develop actively oratory skills, to manifest themselves in the clarity and logical sequence of expression. With such technologies as Zoom and Google Meet debates may efficiently be conducted. 
Despite all the above mentioned advantages of distance learning it also has its drawbacks like every form of education. Among them are:
1) insufficient computer literacy of students and teachers; lack of distance learning experience; many teachers and students are not yet ready for this teaching method, giving preference to classical education;
2) underdeveloped information and communication infastructure in many countries;
3) training programs and courses are not well-developed due to the fact that there are not so many qualified specialists capable of creating such training aids today;
4) poor use of standards in distance learning (Kuzmina, 2012).
We believe that these disadvantages will successfully be eliminated within the years of practical implementation of distance learning  form not only as an auxiliary but as equal, as possible to the classical form of education.
Conclusion. Given the above, we can predict certain trends in the distance learning, such as increasing the number of distance learning courses, developing distance learning programs, integrating ICT into the distance learning process, combining the benefits of distance learning with classical education, monitoring the achievements of higher education not only within Ukraine but all over the world and further use of successful experience.
	Interactivity, intensification of the learning process, feedback are noticeable advantages of distance learning technologies. Their application in the field of education and training has good traditions and experience. However, today they are not only one of the well-established but the only possible according to conditions that necessitate the restriction of physical communication between people.
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