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 Identification Tags: Tiny Keys to a Long Memory and Scientific 

Insights (the Case of Pavlo Shevchenko (1914–1942))  

Problem statement. The problem of «missing in action» is one of the 

most painful consequences of any war. During WWII, in the Soviet army, 

screw-in Bakelite capsules with a paper slip inside were used instead of 

more suitable for preservation in field conditions or when buried 

underground metal identification tags. In 1942, even these tags were 

replaced by paper soldier’s booklets. Many Soviet soldiers considered the 

proper use of identification tags or booklets as a bad omen [1]. Thus, each 

found tag is a valuable historical source. 

The aim of this work is a complex anthropological and historical case-

study of Pavlo Shevchenko. His skeletal remains with an identification tag 

were found by «Union People’s Memory» in 2018 at the site of Barvinkiv 

Salient of 1942 [3]. 

Results. Based on features of the lower jaw, teeth, and state of 

obliteration of cranial sutures, the age has been established [5; 7] as 30–40 

years old. Based on the morphology of the pelvic bones, it is confirmed 

that the remains belong to a male. 
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This note provided the personal details of the writer, including his full 

name (Pavlo Shevchenko), address (Ryazan-Ural Railway, Stalingrad 

Region, Rudnya District, Ilmen Station, Buffet), and the name «Elena 

Fyodorovna Filippova» [1]. 

In the archives of the specified region, a mention was found of P. 

Shevchenko born in 1914, his wife E. Filippova (most likely not locals, but 

it is still unknown where they came from), and their children. In the 

documents about the conscription of citizens into the army by the military 

commissariats of Stalingrad region for 1941–1943, «Shevchenko Pavel 

Petrovich is not listed». The local historian M. Drobotov found data about 

the mobilization of P. Shevchenko only in the book of orders of the «Ilmen 

Elevator Zagotzerno» [1]. 

Thanks to the presence of the first and last name in the death note and 

enabling search for the place of birth, the application of craniometry 

(Table 1) gained meaning. 

Table 1. Main craniometric measurements [6]. 
№ 

after 

Martin 

Pavlo Shevchenko 

30–40 years 

 

№ 

after 

Martin 

Pavlo Shevchenko 

30–40 years 

 

1. Maximum cranial length 180,0 51 Orbital breadth 39,9 

8. Maximum cranial breadth 140,0 52. Orbital height 34,5 

17. Basion-bregma height 142,0 DS Dacrial height 17,9 

20. Porion-bregma height 120,0  Canine fossa depth –6,0 

5. The cranial base length 

106,0 

77. Nasomalar angle 131,0 

º 

12. Biasterionic breadth 

106,6 

 

Zm’ 

Zygomaxillary 

angle 123,0º 

23a. Horizontal circumference 

through ophryon 516,0 

75(1) Nasal protrusion 

angle 30,0º 

 Anterior nasal spine (1–5 

[4]) 3 8:1 

Cranial index 

77,8 

45. Bizygomatic breadth 132,0

? 

48:45 Upper facial index 

54,2 

48. Upper facial breadth 71,5 52:51 Orbital index 86,5 

55. Nasal height 

54,0 

DS:D

C 

Dacrial index 

67,5 

54. Nasal breadth 

23,1 

SS:S

C 

Simotic index 

60,0 
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Conclusions. The maximum cranial length is moderate, the maximum 

cranial breadth is also medium, by index the skull is mesocranial. The 

porion-bregma height is large, and the basion-bregma height is very large. 

The horizontal circumference through ophryon is of moderate size 

according to world standards. The cranial base length is large, and the 

biasterionic breadth is small (bordering on moderate dimensions). The 

frontal bone is wide both in the frontal and dorsal parts. The occiput 

protrudes well and is of an almost straight shape. The face has 

(approximately) moderate absolute breadth and moderate height, the upper 

facial index indicates it is moderately broad (mesene). The facial profiling 

is very sharp both at the upper and middle levels. The orbits are of small 

width and moderate height, the index indicates that they are high overall 

(hypsiconchy), which is not typical in Eastern Europe. The nose is high 

and narrow. The nasal breadth indicates that it is narrow (leptorine). The 

simotic index is very large, so the nasal root is characterized as very high. 

The dacrial width is very large, the dacrial height is also very large. The 

dacrial index is very large, which indicates a very high nasal root overall. 

The nasal protrusion angle is large. The nasal spine is moderately 

developed. The depth of the canine fossa is moderate. 

The results of the sex-age determination based on the characteristics 

of the skull and post-cranial skeleton align with data about P. Shevchenko 

from documentary sources. Signs of negligence in maintaining military 

accounting documentation in his region of mobilisation were noted. 

The problem lies in the search for P. Shevchenko’s hometown and 

relatives under the conditions of the Russian hybrid warfare and 

subsequent full-scale invasion of Ukraine. The prospects for this search, as 

well as the inclusion of the anthropological research data in a broader 

context, became possible because Pavlo Shevchenko did not refuse to 

indicate his personal information in the note, properly preserved it in the 

capsule, and allowed himself to be identified. 
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Передумови та причини хрещення Русі: 

політичний аспект 

Постановка проблеми. Володимир Великий увійшов у історію 

як князь-Святитель, який запровадив християнство на Русі. Дана 

релігія мала свої впливи і спроби поширення ще до князювання 

Володимира, але навіть прийшовши до влади, він певний час її не 

запроваджував. Аналіз причин і передумов прийняття християнства в 

розрізі як внутрішньої так і зовнішньої політики на нашу думку 

продовжує залишатися актуальним. 

Мета дослідження полягає в спробі визначити політичні 

причини та передумови, що спонукали князя Володимира 

запровадити християнство як державну релігію Київської держави в 

988 р. 
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