Bahinskyi A. State actions in the post-conflict society

The return of the state to sociological discourse can be based on the study of the role of
state measures in societies that overcome the consequences of violence. The purpose of the
article — is to outline the problems and some ways of overcoming them facing the state in the post-
conflict reconstruction of society and can be successfully addressed by state authorities with
varying degrees of success.

Given that the state in a post-conflict society, as a rule, has a low level of public confidence
and limited resources to resolve the conflict, the practice of peacekeeping operations and other
organizational arrangements for building peace is widespread.

In addition to the organizational component, the assistance of the Western world is in
promoting and sometimes imposing in the transitional societies the legal norms and political
institutions of the "old world", which often complicated the peace process and did not take into
account the local context of peace-building. In addition, the speed at which international donors
wanted to obtain a result from inter-national intervention could contradict the long-term process of
psychosocial and economic recovery of victims of the conflict.

Modern theories of "transitional justice" try to overcome the contradiction between the limited
support of international actors on the one hand and the fragility of the state and the weakness of
civil society on the other.

The researchers are proposing a model where the state interacts with civil society on the
path to peace in the long run and reconciliation.

A decentralized transitional justice model emerged in Northern Ireland, where local
conciliation initiatives combined community efforts and government and non-governmental
interventions. Particular emphasis on overcoming the effects of violence is on reparations.
However, there is no unambiguous universal form of payment to victims of the conflict to meet all
economic needs. Reparations can take different forms — from money to symbolic ones. In addition,
the decision to pay reparations is implemented by the state on the basis of agreements at the level
of institutes of transitional justice, first of all, the truth-establishing commissions.

In order to overcome the consequences of violence and the post-conflict reconstruction of a
society, the state must take into account the whole range of social problems — political, socio-
psychological, and economic. The solution to political problems is through the provision of broad
political rights and ensuring the inclusiveness of social groups in society. Socio-psychological
problems are solved in particular through the transformation of the group identity of the
oppositional conflicts of social groups in the context of the exchange of social experience.
Economic issues of post-conflict reconstruction concern the development of an effective reparation
system at the individual, group and national levels.
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