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GOOGLE CLASSROOM AS A TOOL FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING OF
FUTURE SPECIALISTS IN APPLIED MECHANICS
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Introduction. Current state of the social development, rapid rate of scientific and
technological progress, significant strengthening of the role of information resources have led to an
increase in the role and influence of information and communication technologies and information
space on the educational process of future specialists in applied mechanics, in particular, the process
of foreign language training.

According to Gritsenko (2017), the information space is a factor in the development of the
information society, which has a significant impact on the educational system. That is why
education faces new tasks: to prepare a person for life in the information society, to form habits of
productive activity in the conditions of the new information educational space (p. 35).

The use of technology by future specialists in applied mechanics impacts on their process of
foreign language training, thus challenging traditional teaching and learning systems. As mentioned
by Harjanto and Sumarni (2019), students’ dependency on technology changes their learning
behaviors which make them easily get bored when a teacher only explains without any visual
images or provides them with the printed material (p. 172).

Therefore, the main challenge for foreign language teachers is to introduce the latest
educational technologies that will help prepare the next generation of professionals able to compete
in the domestic and international labor markets.

One way to accomplish this is to use a virtual learning environment. Virtual learning
environments are introduced to progress students from passive to active learners and promote
students’ critical thinking skills, significantly improve students’ satisfaction/engagement and recall
(Ryan & Poole, 2019).

In the process of foreign language training of future specialists in applied mechanics
practically oriented learning is used, which activates students’ cognitive activity, individuality in
mastering new knowledge, develops self-control and self-examination skills.

One of these technologies is Google Classroom, which is considered to be a digital learning
environment that provides free access, facilitates collaboration and communication.

Iftakhar (2016) notes that teaching in the 21% century does means teaching 21% generation,
which means helping and monitoring the students to learn and implement 21% century skills. That’s
why teachers must be welcoming to any new technology to ensure the best learning in the virtual
classroom. Google Classroom provides a chance to promote blended learning and professional
development (p. 17).

Methods. In this paper the methods of comparison and analysis, monitoring and modeling
of the educational process within Google Classroom environment were applied.

Results and discussion. The results of “A Survey on the use of Google Classroom in
English language education department of Islamic University of Indonesia” conducted by Muslimah
(2018), show that the quality of the learning activity was excellent; Google Classroom is an
excellent medium for social interaction (lecturer-students and student-student); Google Classroom
helps to submit an assignment on time; course activities helped to examine issues, evaluate new
ideas; useful feedback; grading system helps in monitoring the performance and understanding of
the topics; the subject objective, assessment and content were consistent with the aid of Google
Classroom (p. 39).

Based on research data obtained by Rossytawati (2018) Google Classroom is regarded by
the students as a tool which helps them in submitting their assignment, because it can save their
time and effort while doing and submitting the assignment electronically (p. 26).

The key findings from our study suggest that Google Classroom plays an important role in
the foreign language training of future specialists in applied mechanics.
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To get to know it we conducted an online questionnaire survey among the students of the
Institute of Mechanical Engineering (131 Applied Mechanics) of the National Technical University
of Ukraine “Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute”. The purpose of the survey was to collect
data regarding the Google Classroom application. Our intention was to share experience of use of
Google Classroom in general and particularly its tools.

The analysis of the students’ answers shows that all the students (57) are aware of
importance of using virtual learning technologies in the process of foreign language training,
specifically, Google Classroom. According to the Google Classroom usage 92 % of the students
have no experience in using Google Classroom in their educational process and in the process of
foreign language training. Moreover, the results revealed that most of the students (96 %) prefer
using Google Classroom in their foreign language training process to traditional learning methods.

When answering the questions related to the Google Classroom tools, the students
mentioned the following conveniences:

— easy to use — simple interface, access from all the devices (smartphones, computers,
tablets);

— easy to share — Google tools (Google Docs, Google Forms) can be shared among many
students and organized in the folder of Google Classroom;

— timely feedback — interaction between teacher — student; teacher — students; students —
students in the form of comments and remarks;

— more efficient learning process — paperless work that can be completed at any time and at
any place.

The choice of Google Classroom tools (features) which can be used as appropriate means in
the process of foreign language training of future specialists in applied mechanics includes:

1. Materials — are an effective tool that enables teacher to use theoretical material for self-
study work. Course users (students) study the material and then perform several control tasks. An
important feature of this tool is the ability to use a variety of the latest materials in the field of
applied mechanics in the form of audio and video files, drawings, diagrams, Google tools, etc.

2. Assignments — enable the use of different types of tasks which have assessment criteria
(for example, writing assignments), the opportunity to take into account the characteristics of the
student audience by assigning tasks to individual students or groups of students, depending on their
level of foreign language competence.

3. Test assignments — are Google forms that have a large selection of possible features
(due date, number of attempts, comments, ability to follow the progress, see correct / wrong
answers for self-evaluation, etc.).

4. Questions — are used to discuss current issues in the discipline, inform students, deal
with current news.

Conclusions. Thus, the use of Google Classroom in the process of foreign language training
of future specialists in applied mechanics improves the efficiency of the educational process,
encourages collaboration among students, activates students’ interests in learning, provides timely
feedback, stimulates cognitive activity of students and develops critical thinking.
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